COUNTY OF saN MATEO, PARKS DEPARTMENT.

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT
NEGATIVE DECLARATION

blic R ,000, q.), that the following project: Ec}gewood Park and
Natural Preserve Removal of 22 Eucalyptus Trees when adopted and implemented will
not have g significant impact on the environment.

FILE NO.: ENv 2009-0001

APPLICANT: San Mateo Count Parks and Recreation Division

ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NO: 057-460-140
\
PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION

the California lantain Plantago erecta). An added benefit of the restoration activities

==="alion activities
is a Spectacular wildflower display every spring. The Federall listed rare/endan ered
wooly headed lessingia (Lessingia hololeuca) Marin dwarf flax Hesperolinon

congestum) and White-rayed Pentachaeta (

Serpentine grasslang. A total of 22 Eucalyp

tus trees, considered Significant Trees by

the County’s Tree Ordinance, will be replaced at g 1:1 ratio with Coastal live oak,

California buckeye, and Arroyo Willow within in Edgewood County Park in the
Edgewood Day Camp area. Following tree removal the site will be revegetated with
native wildflowers grown from seed collected at Edgewood Park.



FINDINGS AND BASIS FOR A NEGATIVE DECLARATION

The San Mateo County Parks Department has reviewed the initial study for the project
and, based upon substantial evidence in the record, finds that: '

1. The project will not adversely affect water or air quality or increase noise levels
Substantially.

2. The project will not have adverse impacts on the flora or fauna of the area.
3. The project will not degrade the aesthetic quality of the area.

4. The project wfll not have adverse impacts on traffic or land use.

5. In addition, the project will nqt:

a. Create imbacts which have the potential to degrade the quality of the
environment.

b. Create impacts which achieve short-term to the disadvantage of long-term
environmental goals.

C. - Create impacts for a project which ére individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable. .

d. Create environmental effects which will Cause substantial adverse effects on
human beings, either directly or indirectly.

The County of San Mateo has, therefore, determined that the environmenta| impact of
the project is insignificant.

3. Following eucalyptus eradication the site will be restored with native wildflowers
grown from seed collected from Edgewood County Park and Natural Preserve.

RESPONSIBLE AGENCY CONSULTATION

US Fish and Wildlife Service
CalTrans, District 4
~ Pacific Gas and Electric



Golden Gate National Recreation Area
Mid-Peninsula Regional Open Space District
San Francisco Water Department

INITIAL STUDY

REVIEW PERIOD April 27, 2009 to May 26, 2009

The County Park Commission wil| hold a public hearing to receive public comments on
this Negative Decla ation at it's May 7, 2009 meeting. All written comments regarding
the correctness, completeness, or adequacy of this Negative Declaration must be
received by the County Parks Department, 455 County Center, Fourth Floor, Redwood
City, no later than 5:00 p.m., May 26, 2009,

CONTACT PERSON

Sam Herzberg, Senior Planner
sherzberg@co.sanmateo.ca.us
650/363-1823

CPD FORM A-ENV-35
FRM00013.D0C
(05/06/2002)
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Edgewood Park and Natural Preserve Removal of 22 Eucalyptus Trees

Answers to Yes Questions in Initial Study

1. LAND SUITABILITY AND GEOLOGY

a. Involve a unique landform or biological area, such as beaches, sand
dunes, marshes, tidelands, or San Francisco Bay?

The Franciscan formation contains a potpourri of marine sandstone, dark gray
sandstone (greywacke), and volcanics with metamorphic rocks (serpentine
and serpentinized periodite. Serpentine and periodite are considered to be
ultramafic rocks because more than 70% of their composition consists of
ferro-magnesium (iron-magnesium silicate). The resultant solid
characteristics are highly variable and highly aikaline as well.

Serpentine rock and its derived soils are significant features of western North
American mountains because they exert an influence best described as
“profound” affecting the patterns of vegetation, the species of plant
communities occurring on serpentine, and the very physiognomy of the
vascular flora.

California Serpentines are noted for their remarkable characteristic of
supporting endemic species highly restricted in range. Many of Edgewood’s
rare and endangered species include some serpentine endemic species with
highly restricted range. The area around the two eucalyptus groves are 20
acres of serpentine grasslands that have had several years of mowing to
reduce non-native ltalian rye grass, which has greatly reduced competition for
the Bay checkerspot larvae’s food of choice the California plantain (Plantago
erecta). The goal of removing these two groves is to expand restoration
potential adjacent to these serpentine grasslands. :

d. Be located on, or adjacent to a known earthquake fault?

The site is nearby the San Andreas Fault, which runs through the San
Francisco Water Department property.



f.  Cause erosion or siltation?

- VEGETATION AND WILDLIFE

a. Affect federa| or state listed rare or endangered species of plant life in the

project area?

b. Involve cutting of heritage or significant trees as defined in the County

wildlife species? :

The eucalyptus groves are directly adjacent to Federally listed serpentine
grasslands species such as the Rare/Endangered Wooly headed lessingia
(Lessingia hololeuca), Ma dwarf flax (Hesperolinon congestum) and White-
rayed pentachaeta (Pentachaeta bellidiflora), and the groves removal is part
of an effort to restore 20 acres of these grasslands and habitat for the
Federally listeq Rare/Endangered Bay checkerspot butterfly.

d. Significantly affect fish, wildlife, reptiles, or plant life?

The end result of the eucalyptus removaj will be an improved restored
serpentine grassland habitat for the species described in 2 ¢ above,

g Involve clearing land that is 5,000 sq. ft. or greater (1,000 sq. ft. within a
County Scenic Corridor), that has slopes greater than 20% or that is in a

sensitive habitat or buffer zone?




scenic qualities of the site as the grasslands, and their native wildflower
display will be in full view from Highway 280.

4. AIR QUALITY, WATER QUALITY, SONIC

c. Involve the application, use or disposal of potentially hazardous materials,
including pesticides, herbicides, other toxic substances. or radioactive
material?

Herbicide to systemically kill the eucalyptus trees after they have been cut will
immediately be placed on the stump of the trees to prevent resprouting.

g. Generate polluted or increased surface water runoff or affect groundwater
resources?

5. TRANSPORTATION

c. Result in noticeable changes in vehicular traffic patterns or volumes
(including bicycles)? '

There is a service road to the site that will be temporarily accessed during
eucalyptus tree removal.

6. LAND USE AND GENERAL PLANS

h. Be adjacent to or within 500 feet of an existing or planned public facility?

The eucalyptus groves are located directly adjacent to PG&E power lines that

north to south through the western portion of Edgewood. This project is being
accomplished thanks to the generosity of PG&E who have provided a grant to

removal these eucalyptus groves.

7. AESTHETIC, CULTURAL AND HISTORIC

a. Be adjacentto a designated Scenic Hiqhwav or within a State or County
Scenic Corridor?

See response to 2. g above.



FIGURE 1a -- LOCATION WITHIN COUNTY PARKS SYSTEM
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FIGURE 2 -- SENSITIVE HABITATS AND AUTHORIZED TRAILS
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